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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

 66 St.Alban’s Road, Edinburgh, 29 June 2008

A.G.M. Agenda 

1.Presentation of the Annual and Financial Reports  - Halla Beloff, the Convener, opened the meeting and welcomed all those attending the eighth AGM. She thanked Olga and Tony Franks for hosting the AGM and the Garden Party once more. She introduced Prof. Peter France, Chair of the meeting who would deliver the Annual Report, and Alena Linhartova who would deliver the 2007/08 Financial Report as Maria Gray, Acting Treasurer only assumed her post at the end of March 2008. Alena Linhartova was also asked to present the nominations for election to the Committee. There was an apology from Amanda Miller, the resigning Committee member. Halla Beloff then invited Prof. Peter France to present the Annual Report. 

Prof Peter France said that he was honoured to address the AGM on yet another sunny summer afternoon. He said that looking back on the past eight years, the Fund’s purpose had grown and activities had been consolidated and expanded. He summarized last year’s activities (2 ceilidhs, 2 academic lectures and raising of funds at the Meadows Festival and car boot-sales), which not merely helped to raise funds but enabled people to meet together and socialize, as well as the introduction of a children’s group for a new generation. He congratulated the Fund on successfully sponsoring 3 students last year – two in Edinburgh and one in the Czech Republic. He was delighted to intimate that the Fund would be sponsoring another three students this summer. He acknowledged the very positive role of the Book Group. He stated that he had found a letter from Viktoria Vargova, a 2005 recipient, which appeared in the 2007 Newsletter very interesting as it mentioned how much the scholarship had changed her life. Prof. Peter France hailed yet another successful year.

Halla Beloff then invited Alena Linhartova to present the Financial Report. Alena Linhartova handed out copies of the Trustees Annual Report and Accounts to those present at the AGM (see enclosed). She explained that there were two handouts, one in a similar format to the previous year and one, a more comprehensive format required by OSCR. She added that these had been approved at the Trustees Meeting on 5/6/2008. She explained that income was in excess of expenditure thanks to Gift Aid rebates for 2001/2-2005/6. As at 15/3/07 uncommitted funds available stood at £4,615.24 and £128 was in the reserved Book Group Fund. The Fund has since raised additional sums of money, but three scholarships were now being paid. The Report was approved by those present. 

2.Election of Office Bearers and Members of the Executive Committee – Prof Peter France accepted an invitation to serve as the Fund’s Honorary President for one more year. This invitation was unanimously approved by the AGM. 

Halla Beloff introduced the Acting Treasurer Maria Gray and nominated her to serve as Treasurer. Halla Beloff explained that Maria Gray had accepted this responsible position on being co-opted to the Committee. She mentioned her degree from Napier University (Tourism & Management) and her current employment in the Scottish Government, Department of Education. The AGM unanimously approved this nomination.

The AGM also approved that Alena Linhartova, Secretary, Olga Franks, Membership Secretary, Halla Beloff and Zuzana Kadurova would continue in office for the current year. Nan Mulder who resigned by rotation, was re-elected to serve on the Committee.

Alena Linhartova advised the AGM that Amanda Miller had tendered her resignation. She would no longer be employed in Edinburgh from the end of August 2008 and could not guarantee her attendance at Committee meetings. Amanda Miller also felt that after several years on the Committee, the time was right to allow new  members to take her place. The AGM thanked Amanda for her support, enthusiasm and generosity in recent years supporting the Fund. Alena Linhartova was asked to write a formal letter expressing thanks to Amanda Miller.

There were two new nominations, both seconded – Yvonne Baginsky and Duncan MacGruer, the Fund’s webmaster since the end of January 2008. Halla Beloff nominated Yvonne Baginsky and provided information about her background (Czech parentage, a graduate of the Edinburgh College of Art, a film producer, a journalist, a project manager for a charity in Africa). Yvonne Baginsky explained that she hoped to help with publicity  and promotion of the Fund. She said that she had many contacts and could help to increase revenue. Her nomination was unanimously approved. Alena Linhartova nominated Duncan MacGruer. She praised his involvement in the Fund’s events and work done on the Fund’s website. Duncan MacGruer then addressed the meeting. His nomination was unanimously approved. 

3. Proposal to include the Bilingual Children’s Club as a sub-group of the SCSSS Fund
Alena Linhartova proposed this inclusion and asked Nick Gray to read a letter of application from parents and members of the Bilingual Children’s Club (see enclosed).

Alena Linhartova then outlined why the Fund should respond positively to this new demand from our members and which was in line with our Constitution. She emphasised that our fundraising relied heavily upon an ever increasing involvement of new and younger members who, with their children, represented a successful future.  

In the discussion that followed Barbora Skarabela, who had spoken so persuasively of the positive nature of encouraging bilingualism in a Fund lecture in 2007, Zuzana Kadurova and Maria Gray made a strong case for inclusion. Various issues, such as why such a group needed to be a part of the SCSSS Fund and what benefit it expected from the Fund; and to amend its name from Kids’Club to Children’s Club were addressed. 

After further support from those present the AGM resolved, not merely to accept the resolution to include the Children’s Club as a sub-group of the SCSSS Fund, but to positively welcome the energy it was likely to bring to the Fund. 

4. A.O.C.B. 

- Halla Beloff presented a report on the successful activities of the Book Group, now consisting of Lida Pankowiak, Nan Mulder, Halla Beloff and Busa Cochrane Muir, a new member. Over 200 books were sent to the Czech Republic and Slovakia in the last year at a remarkably modest cost of c.£200. The Book Group were congratulated for their efforts throughout the year.

- In further discussion, it was stated that the website was only using 1 per cent of capacity allocated to us and that the website was crucial for future fundraising. Olga Franks emphasised that fundraising was our main activity. Tony Franks noted that only a small number of people had been involved in fundraising and stressed the need for making inroads into potential corporate fundraising. Though commendable and profitable, some fundraising events are not very cost efficient, as they are very time consuming. Nan Mulder reminded the AGM that Czech and Slovak students, were keenly aware that their scholarship money had been raised through considerable time and effort and were most appreciative.

The AGM was closed by Halla Beloff who thanked all those present for attending the eighth AGM. A most enjoyable and well supported  Garden Party followed.

Date of Next Meeting: September  2008, Halla Beloff’s house at 6 p.m.

Agenda: 1. Apologies


  2. Minutes of the Last Meeting


  3. Future events 


  4. Date of next Meeting



        5. AOCB

Alena Linhartova, Secretary

THE SCOTTISH CZECH AND SLOVAK SUMMER SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Trustees Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended 16 March 2008

Scottish Charity Number SC029812

The principal address

C/o Alena Linhartova

68 Comely Bank Avenue

Edinburgh

EH4 1HE

TRUSTEES

The following trustees served during the year:-

Prof. Peter France
- President

Alena Linhartova
 - Secretary

Olga
Franks 

- Membership Secretary 



Amanda Miller
- Acting Treasurer (from July 2007)

Halla Beloff

Zuzana Kadurova

Nan 
Mulder

Other Trustees during the year

Duncan Spiers  
 - Treasurer   

- resigned on 17 June  2007

Structure, governance and management

Governing document

The Association is a charitable unincorporated association and the purposes and administration arrangements are set out in our constitution.

Trustee recruitment and appointment

As set out in our constitution, the Executive Committee recommends for approval by an AGM a person who is to serve as an Honorary President.  Honorary Office Bearers are elected at the AGM in June each year. One third of elected Committee members must retire at each AGM, those in office longest retiring first. They are, however, allowed to stand for re-election. 

Objectives and activities

Charitable purposes

The SCSSS Fund is a registered charity, which was founded in 2000 with the primary aim  “to advance education of the public in the Czech, Slovak and English languages.” Its funds are used for the purpose of awarding grants to Czech, Slovak and Scottish university students to attend the SUISS or similar organised study schools in Scotland and the Czech and Slovak Republics and to provide course materials and teaching aids.

Summary of main activities

The SCSSS Fund organises fundraising events and cultural lectures.

The funds of the SCSSS Fund are used for the purpose of awarding grants and the provision of English books to Czech and Slovak universities. 

We held two academic lectures, a very successful garden party and two ceilidhs, which provided a forum for the Czech, Slovak and Scottish members to meet, in addition to other smaller fundraising events.

Summary of the main achievements of the charity

Two students, one from the Czech Republic and one from Slovakia have been given grants to attend a SUISS course in Edinburgh last summer. One Scottish student has been given a grant to attend a language course in the Czech Republic. 

The Fund has also sent over 150 course materials and books to Czech and Slovak universities.  

We are grateful to the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs for a generous donation of  £661 towards Alphonse Mucha Lecture. 

Financial review

Policy on reserves

It is the policy of the SCSSS Fund to maintain unrestricted funds, which are the free reserves of the Trust, at a level that equates to approximately one to two years unrestricted expenditure. 

They are held to ensure that the SCSSS Fund’s grant policy is not unduly influenced by fluctuations in receipts (depending on a number of fundraising events), or payments (reflecting the number of grants to students awarded annually). 

In order to reflect the wishes of one donor, The SCSSS Fund, however, allocates her annual donation of £250 to its designated sub-section Book Group. 

Donated facilities

Since January 2008 one Committee member has run a Bilingual Children’s Club of 3 hours duration each every second Saturday.

Other information

The Fund is a charity and is recognised as such by the Inland Revenue. As a result there is no liability to taxation of any of its income.

The trustees appointed Alistair Boyd, solicitor, as auditor for the year under examination.

Approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf of the trustees 

………………………………………………

Alena Linhartova, Secretary

6  June 2008

THE SCOTTISH CZECH AND SLOVAK SUMMER SCHOLARSHIP FUND

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 16 MARCH 2008

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

(incorporating INCOME and EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 16 MARCH 2008








2007/8

2006/7









    £

   £


Incoming Resources

· Interest






  63.97

  61.42

· Gift Aid Rebate




682.50

  27.33

· Subscriptions and Personal Donations

442.00

915.00

· Fundraising events



           2325.54           1371.38



Total incoming resources




 3514.01
2375.13

Resources Expended

Charitable expenditure

- Bursaries –activity in furtherance of objects

1890.00
2350.00

- Books sent - activity in furtherance of objects 

  122.00
  122.40

- Other charitable payments-Children’s Club


  100.00
    50.00

- Expenses for fundraising activities



1133.46
  316.83

- Management and Administration



      2.42
    20.00

Total resources expended




3,247.88
 2,859.23
Movement in Total Funds for the Year

 - Net (expenditure) income for the year


    266.13
    (484.10)

-  Reversal of provision for audit



       -

     500.00

- Restricted funds (Book Group) 



   (122. 00)
    (250.00) 

- Total funds brought forward




   4,477.11
  4,461.21
Net uncommitted funds available



    4,615.24
   4,227.11
Restricted funds (Book Group)



       128.00
      250.00

- Total funds brought forward                                                     4,743.24
    4,477.11

Scottish Czech and Slovak Summer Scholarship Fund

Summary account of income and expenditure

For period

17th March 2007

to

16th March 2008 (close of eighth year)

Income

Subscriptions and personal donations




442.00

Receipts from fundraising activities



          2325.54



Bilingualism lecture    £95.00  


Garden Party

£795.00

Car boot sales

£193.00

Ceilidh


£486.00

Mucha lecture
 
£756.54

(includes a grant of 666.54 from the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Gift Aid Rebates (2001-2006)




 682.50

Bank interests







   63.97

Total Income






           3,514.01
Expenditure

Bursaries







1890.00


Markéta Duchoňová
 £750


Zuzana Ďurfiňová
£940


Juliet Bailie

£200

Books sent to universities in the Czech Republic and Slovakia
  122.00

Secretary’s expenses
(postage)   



                  2.42

Expenses for fundraising activities




 1133.46

(the Mucha lecture expenses of £690.30 kindly sponsored by the

Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Grant to the Czech&Slovak Children’s Club



   100.00
Total expenditure






3,247.88

Excess of income over expenditure:



    
   266.13

Balance sheet as at 17th March 2007
Funds as at 17th March 2007





4,277.11

Excess of income over expenditure



               266.13

Restricted funds -Book Group




   250.00

Funds as at 16th March 2008




            4,743.24

Reconciled thus:

Funds in hand as at 16th March 2008




4,743.24


Restricted funds (Book Group)

  


  (128.00)

 (charged through previous accounts)
 

Net uncommitted funds available




4,615.24




Parents of children who attend the Bilingual Children’s Club

Edinburgh

24 June 2008

To the SCSSSF Committee

Dear Members of the SCSSSF Committee,

First of all we would like to express our gratitude for the donation we received from the SCSSSF for the Bilingual Children’s Club, we are delighted that you decided to support this important activity for the Czech and Slovak ex-patriate community.

The Club has been meeting twice a month since February 2008 and our membership is going from strength to strength, providing a unique opportunity for a new generation of Czech and Slovak Scots to learn about their rich cultural and linguistic heritage.

We have undertaken a range of activities with children to improve their knowledge and understanding of Czech and Slovak languages and cultural traditions, such as reading books and nursery rhymes, arts and crafts, creating Easter decorations, music and dance.

We believe that the Bilingual Childrens’ Club supports many of the objectives listed under the Constitution of the SCSSF, such as advancing education of the public in the Czech, Slovak and English languages (2.1) and promoting cultural and linguistic relations and studies in furtherance thereof (2.2) and providing funds for or assistance in the promotion of the Czech and Slovak languages (2.8).
Therefore, we would like to suggest that the Committee and all Members at the SCSSSF Annual General Meeting on 29 June consider awarding the Bilingual Children’s Club a recognized status as a sub-group of the SCSSSF.
Yours faithfully
Parents and Members of the Bilingual Children’s Club
